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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION, 

Havtno read the toUowiDg pages (previous to revision) to a com- 
patiy of moro than fifty Friends, iQeml)crs of Dublin Monthlj' 
Meeting, u desire was expressed by several that I should print them, 
in order to g^ive an opportunity for 'examining them more carefully, 
I yield to this desire, from a deep conviction of the importance 
of eorrect Seriptnral views on the various topics on TS'hich I hflTe 
ventured to touch ; und now sulimit tbem to a wider circle of my 
friends, with tlie assurance of much personal esteem for many 
whom I have the privilege of knowing, and with a desire that the 
Yiews which I have put forward , may have weight only so far aa they 
TRAy appear in accordance with ^* the oracles of Grnd." 

I should add, that, baving been rather hastily writt<M), I bave, 
since the occasion referred to, made sundry j^Iterations and addi- 
tions, I would say also, t)iat altbough no ohjeetiou to what I read 
w^as e^cpre.^sed, I do not bold any of my friends who were thsD 
present, responsible for any portion of my eon^unication. 

TEEPACE TO SECOND EDITION. 

The preceding Unes will apprise the reader of the ctrigm of this 
addrdbs, I am thaakful to have received many testimonies of con* 
i^urrcacc with its general import from several much esteemed 
Friends ; but I should acknowledge that with these expressions of 
approval} I have also received sundry critical remarks, pointing out 
what appeared obscure or open to objection. Of these remarks I 
have gjadly availed myself, in the corrections which I have mMein 
this edition, 

I am aware that I have touched upon poifrfs on which eiueere 
and devout Chriistians mfto.nd dxTdi^lrin opinion* I desire there* 
fore merely to submit w^Tjg^frfliriin "h t forward as matter for 
calm und prayerful consfffenition, and for friendly interchange of 
opinion amongst those who love, and desire to serve the same 
blessed Lord and Saviour, I trust in doing so, I may not be re- 
gajded as stepping out of my own proper sphere. 

Whilst '^ speaking the truth in love," and communing together 
over those things that relate to our common salvation, may our 
spirits be deeply imbued with the lovely temper pictured in those 
beautiful lines of the Apostle—" With all lowliness and meekness, 
with long-iruffering, forbeariug one another in love • isudeavoiiring 
to keep tbe imity of the Spirit in the bond of peaee," 

H. B, 
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THOUGHTS AND SUGGESTIONS. 



Much interest is raanifested by the Society of 
FriendB for the welfare of its members. The great 
majority of those who could he expeetcd to attend 
its meetings, which are held eyety mouthy every 
quarter, and every year^ for the administration of 
its discipline^ do attend- The amount of time, at- 
tention, travellings and money which is involved in 
die attendance of these meetings, and in carrying 
out the internal -economy of the Society in other 
liespectsjj ia very large indeed; — probably, in pro- 
portion to numbers^ far beyond what any other 
community of Christiana expends for like objects; 
liod yet, notwithstanding all this expenditure, there 
[is a general complaint that things are in a low state* 
If I have any right feelings, you cannot suppose 
le to look on with indifference. Our sympathies 
it to be drawm ont for each other's welfare, and 
, doubtless, much more deeply than is the case* 
Slit however far I fall short in this respect, I trust 
; waa feelings of Christian love which led me, as 
ou are aware^ nearly two years ago, to submit to 
Du some thoughts bearing on those B\i\>^^e\% ^V\^ 
much engage your own minds, ^\\a\ \ ^^^ 
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cx>m3iiunlcated was so kindlj received, and sucli 
friendly and cordial spirit has gince been mauife^tedj 
when numbers of us hare met together to speak ot 
the things concerning the kingdom of God, that I 
feel encouraged to throw before you a few additional 
thoughts and suggestions- 

Now let me aay in the outset, that although I do 
not deny that thing:^ may not be in a Tigoroue or 
flourishing condition^ yet if Friends be aroused to 
make use of the resources and means mthin their 
reachj I am very far from thinking that there b 
ground for giving way to the feelings of discourage*' 
ment which I hear so often expressed- There is 
one fact which I would regard as of a peculiarly 
encouraging character. Friends, as far as I learn 
from intercourse with them, are not content that, 
things should remain in a low and relaxed state t 
They are not indulging in self-complacency. They 
do not deny that the world, the flesh and the enemy 
have too much prevailed over them. They are not 
content to remain as they are. A want is felt and 
freely acknowledged, and many mindsj it appears to 
me, are inquiring — Is there not a remedy ? Now if 
this be so, as I believe it is, I would look forward 
with much hopefulness that we should see better 
and brighter days- 

Bcfore giving any suggestions of my own, allow 
me to refer to a reply which I have frequently beard 
given to the question as to what is wanted, " Indi^* 
vidmil faiihfuhess'^ is the brief answer which is com- 
monly given to this important question. This is a 
truism J I admit ; but I do not see the depth of wis* 
dain exMbited m stopping Bbort with this hackneyed 
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pressionj which we often hear uttered with much 
aflsurance, fts if it set the matter at rest^^leaving no 
foom for further inquiry — although, in realitj, it 
does not touch the question at issue. It only varies 
the form of expression. Such an answer does not 
help us in the least- It leayea us where it finds us ] 
for the question still remains — How are we^ under 
tk Divine blessings to be stirred up to ** individual 
faithfulness*'? We must look deeper- Let us re- 
iiiember that faithfulness apringa from faith. To 
be faithful^ we must he fidl of faith* How then 
w^ we to be full of faith ? What light does Scrip- 
tare throw upon this question ? The Apostle says, 
"Faith conieth by hearing;'' that is^ we must hear 
» thing before we believe it ; and secondlyj '* Hear- 
ing Cometh by the w^ord of God f' that is, through 
the message — ^through the spoken or recorded word 
of God. 

From whence, then, is the remedy to come ? If 
there i@ to be a revival, whence are we to look for 
it? Probably you would say, and say with deci- 
flion--** From the Lord," With all my heart and 
ioiil I receive this word- It is from the Lord, and 
the Lord alone, that a revival can come. This, too, 
is a truisiUj which I receive without any ([ualifica- 
tion, If there be any revival amongst Friends, or 
amongst others, it must come from the Lord, It 
inuat be through the power of the Spirit working 
tipon souls. 

But supposing no revival comes, what are we to 

iiclude ? Are we to say. It is because the Lord 
withheld the needed grace? Are we to say 

It we were ready^ and anxious^ and earnest to re- 
a living and life-giving streaisi ot ^Vvn.'fcV^^t^®^ 
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iugy but that God was not ready to give it? Now, 
in like manner^ I doubt not, with the whole heart 
and soulj you would join me in repudiating such a 
thought. If no revival come, we must not — caimot 
charge it upon God, but upou ourselves. God works 
tlirough the voluntariness of the human willj and 
through human inBtrumentality. ThereforCj while 
I say with reverence, that God h ready and willing 
to perform His part^ I say also, if uo revival come, 
it m because we arc not ready and willing to perform 
ours. It 13 for this reason j that, although Godj m 
His gi'acc, has put certain means within om* reach, 
we are not inclined to make use of them. 

Now, my dear Friends, would that I could en- 
courage you to have more faith in God I Let me 
encourage you to cherish and enjoy the belief that 
God delighteth in blessing His people^that it is the 
joy of His heart to receive unto Himself. Nothing 
is more cheering and strengthening than to go on 
with such a thought. Do be persuaded to look 
away from yourselves and your own failings and 
infirmities unto Him, ^^ My soul, wait thou only 
upon God, for my expectation is from Himp" Only 
take the himible and beUeying place, and use the 
means which He expects you to use^ and there is no 
limit to the blessing which may be poured out upon 
you. You may count upou God being faithful, "He 
cannot deny Himself.'^ 

I may perhaps not unfitly allude, in passing, to 
what has taken place in America within the last 
twelve months. There has been, as yon know, a 
revival there— a genuine work of the Lord in hun- 
dreds, and thousands, and tens of thousauda of 
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keen received into conimiinlon by yarious Christiao 
Churches, And if only a tithe of that number have 
been truly and savingly converted to God within 
such a short period, it must he acknowledged to 
be a revival of an extraordinary character. How 
then has it taken place ? By persons sitting down 
with their hands before them, as if man were a mere 
machine? No^ far from it. The accounts which we 
have received, represent it as takiug place through 
the energy of Christians who had faith in God, and 
who abounded in pmyer, and who honoured His 
written Word J and made it the subject-matter of 
simple exposition and earnest exhortation — of Chris- 
tians ^vho acknowledged in their inmost souls that 
all power was from God, hut who, not withstanding j 
gave their whole selves to the Lord's work, as the 
channels of Divine blessing to others. It has been 
witii this American revival as with others in other 
ages and places* Means have been diligently used in 
dep€udem:e upon the Lord, and the Lor^s blessing has 
fated upon ihein. 

There is another feature of the American revival 
which may render it peculiarly interesting and en- 
couraging to Friends. It has not been a movement 
on the part of the clergy, but in many places almost^ 
if not altogether independent of them. The power 
of the Lord hits been so manifest, according to Hia 

laovereign will^ in clioosing instruments little 

l^teemed in the eyes of raen^ that not only deno- 
Qinatioual, but ecclesiastical diftcrences have been 

[merged into something like Pentecostal unity • 

We have sometimes to lament meeting with a 
eondition of soul of a very opposite character to that 

.which baa marked the American yg^In^I* 'W^feA 
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an mdisposedness to be disturbed — a reluctance 
have establiahed usages brought to the test of the 
Divine standard — an unwillingneas to inquire or 
examine whether there is anything wrong- If you 
refer to Seripture as throwing additional light upon 
»ome point of doctrine or practice^ a reatleBeness is 
exhibit-edj and a desire manifested to get rid of the 
subject as quickly as possible. Such persons wish 
to be let alone, without the trouble of examining 
whether their views are right or wrong. If Scrip- 
ture is quoted, their apathy is vindicated, perhapSj by 
the observation, " Oh ! I don't like controversy/' 

NoWj a controversial spirit is always to be de- 
precated. It tends rather to starve the soul than to 
i'eed it. But injuriona aa it may be to the tone of 
tlie spirit, unless conducted in communion with God, 
the storm of theological strife is better than the 
stagnation and stillness of death. The love of 
ease and indifference to error, are not to be com- 
mendably cloaked under the profession of an amiable 
dislike of controversy. 

The fact is, such persons have commonly derived 
their views from the teachings of men, and not from 
the examination of Holy Scripture, Were they 
under Divine teaching, and desirous of growing in 
the knowledge of divine things, there Avould be a 
willingness to learn and examine, and to receive in- 
struction from whatever quarter it might come. ^^ 

In what I propose saying to you, I do not pretend^ 
that I bring forward anything that is new — at least 
new to many of you. I rather seek 'to illustrate and 
enforce some old truths, and to encourage in their , 
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I would first draw your attention to a fundamental 
"nciple^ wliich I have on other occasions brought 
bre you — ^that the Lord carries on His work in 
the aoul % the affenci/ of the Holy Spirit y through 
the imtrwmentaUty of the truth. It appears to me 
flo important to have clear views on this subject, 
immediately connected as it ia with all spiritual life 
and growth, that I would^ even at the risk of being 
thought a little tedious, enlarge again on the sub- 
ject. 

I have said, God works by the Holy Spirit 
through the truth. The Spirit ts the power which 
applies : the truth is that which He applies to the 
soul. We must not separate these two things* If 
we do, we make a sad mistake — a mistake productive 
of incalculable mischief; and yet, it is a mistake 
which has been often made. 

Thus, it is maintained by not a few at the pre- 
^^nt day, that a man believes the Gospel indepen- 
dently of Divine power — that it is only necessary 
to demonstrate to him its fitness, and its reasonable- 
neasj for him to receive it as he receives any natural 
truth. Now this doctrine, which has many adhe- 
i^nts, virtually denies the corruption of human 
nature^ and the depravity and alienation from Gotl 
of the human wilL Man is not thereby humbled, 
as he must be when a truly spiritual work is 
wrought in his soul. Profession takes the place of 
possession, and the whole structure rests on a sandy 
foundation* 
Othersj on the other hand, speak as if the work 
j in the soul was carried on by the Spirit indepen- 
[dently of the truth. This position is, as I judge. 
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\ equally erroneouSj and altogether contrary to the 
teachings of Holy Scripture. 

Against the first of these errorsj I have only to 
refer you to two or three passages whose testimony 
appears to me decisive. ^' No man caa come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw him." 
(John vi. 44.) Again — " The natural man rcceiTeth 
not the things of the Spirit of God : for they are 
foulishness unto him : neither can he know them^ 
because they are Bpiritually discerned." (1 Cor. 
iL 14.) Again — '* Except a man be born of . , . the 
' Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God/* 
(John iii, 5. ) 

I need not dwell more on this point, knowing 
that eveiy one in the room would repudiate such a 
doctrine- 

As to the position, that the Spirit of God does 
not carry on His ordinary work of grace in souls 
independently of instrumentality, but by means of 
the truth, I apprehend we shall find the testimony 
of Scripture equally clear and explicit. Let us first 
look at the hitjtoricyac^fi^ of the New Testament^ and 
then at its doctrines ^ as they respectively bear on the 
subject. 

Is not all ministry based upon this principle— 
that the Spirit operates on the soul through the 
word preaclied ? If the knowledge of the truth 
were not needful^ why should our Lord have told 
his disciples to "preach the gospel to everr/ crea- 
ture " ? He was in this respectj as in every other^ 
the great and bright example of his people ; for he 
was himself incessantly engaged in preaching. If 
ministry were needlessj why should he have been 
so engaged ? And why should he have seut forth, 




first tbe twelve and afterwards the seventy, in- 
atructing thein as to what they should say ? When 
leaving his disciples^ he tells tliernj in accordance 
with the text already quoted, that they should be 
witnesses unto him in jn-o claiming the truth, *^ both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the ntteimost part of the earth/' (Acts, i, 8,). 
The Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles show 
how faithfully and fiddly these instructions were] 
carried out. The truth made known by the livings] 
Yoice was used by the Sjilrit for the conversion of 
souls, and we read of none having been converted] 
without it. 

So iar, then, for the testimony of the historic nar- ^ 
ratives, which, I submit, plainly demonstrate the 
place which outward means hold in the divine eco* 
nomy. What light, let us in the next place inquire, 
do wt* derive from the doctrines of the New Testa- 
meat on the subject ? Does not the parable of the 
sower teach ns that it is the word spokeiij and heard, 
and received, that is the germ of life and fruitf illness 
ia the soul ? In Colo^sians it is calledj *' Tfie word 
&fthe truth of the gospel^ which is come unto you, as 
it is in all the world, and brlngeth forth fruit.'^fl 
(oh, i, 5j 6, J James calls it ''^ the engrafted," or im- 
pkntedj "word wliichis able to save your souls.*' 
(cfa. I., 210 Again: does not the eighteenth versefl 
af the same chapter plainly declare that God does 
not effect His work in the soul independently of the 
truth, but by means of the truth ? " Of his own will 
begat he us % the word of truth,'' And again, in 
2 Thess, ii. 13, we have a very explicit testimony tu 
the conjunction of the Spirit and the truth, the^k 
power and the imtmmmt in l\ie ^oxk ^1 ^^'alc^^ — 
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'* God hath chosen jou to aalyation through sancii-^ 
Jicatimi of the Spirit and belief of the truths" 
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The next subject to which I would draw yi 

attention^ relates to the confusion of ideaa with 
regard to the work of Christ and the work of the 
Spiritj which we meet with among many Cliristians. 
Such persons do not clearly diatinguiah between the 
work wrought out for tiSj and the work to be 
wrought out in us ; and^ consequentljj thej do not 
distiDguiah between deliverance from the guilt of 
ainj and deliverance from the inworkinff of sin. They 
do not distinguish between a work which ia per- 
fectedj and ''perfected for ever" by the cross of 
Calvary J (Heb. x. Id,) and a work which is pro- 
gressive — which should be always advancing ns long 
as we are in this lile, inasmuch as wc should be 
always growing in likeness to Christ. 

This ia very far from being an unimportant and 
too nice distinction. It is^ on the contrary^ of im- 
mense importance^ and most practical in its bearing. 
Prom the confusion to which 1 refer, arises uncer- 
tainty — ^ weakness — want of peace — and want of de- 
cision. The soul does not rest on Christ in quiet- 
ness and assurance^ and therefore has not liberty and 
joy in his happy service. 

We must carefully distinguish, I say, between 
deliverance from the guilt of sin, and deliverance 
from the ijiworkittff of sin. 

There can be no true peace with God until we are 

delivered from tlw yuilt of sin* There can be no true 

peace with God until the question between Him as a 

Judge, and ourselves as unpardmwd sinnerSf has been 

settled. Forgi veness of eins Uea at the very threshold 





of the Christianas course. It is set before tis aa the 
first of all blessings, which we receive from " the God 
of all grace." I may want, and do want many things ; i 
Irat the first thing which I require, and without which H 
lothing can be enjoyed^ ia the forgivenese of past ™ 
transgressionsp Accordingly, we find forgiveness ^ 
of sins presented to us as the first thing which the H 
Gospel announces. Let its look, as an illustration, ™ 
to the words at the beginning and at the close of 
Luke's Gospei, In the first chapter we read, John I 
tiie Baptist's mission was to prepare the way of the 
Lord, by giving the *'' knowledge of salvation unto j 
Ufi people^ by the remisdmi of their sim :" (ch* i., 77,) 
aad at the close, according to our Lord's own 
ffordsj *^ Repentance and remission of sins " are to j 
*^be preached in his name among all nations." 
((Jh. 3txiv,, 47.) And this was the commission which 
iras carried out by the Apostles- " Repent ye," ] 
says Peter, on the day of Pentecost, " and be bap- 
tized every one of you^ in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins J^ (Acts ii. 38.) And again : 
** Kepent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
*m may be blotted out.'' (Acts iii, 19/) Again: 
*^ VVliosoever belie veth in him shall receive remission 
tf mns." (ch. x., A*^.) And again: ^^ Be it known 
toto you therefore, men and brethren, that through 
thia man is preached unto you tite forgiveness of 
sins : and by him all that believe are justified from 
all things, from which ye could not he justified by 
tlie kw of Moses," (ch. xiii*, 38, 39.) 

Now, I am persuaded that many make a great 
and lamentable mistake on this subject. They de- 
rive their notions from human opinions and theories, 
and not from Divine teackiB^, IV^^ ^ts^ *^Sk»^ 
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tlie fbrgiveneaa of bids is to be obtained only after % 
longj tedious process of self-denial and good worka 
— a protracted course of spiritual exercises and at- 
tainments , and some will say, as the Cliureli of 
Kome docs, that even in the end, no one can be sure 
whether he ie forgiven or not — that the question ia 
still a matter of uncertainty, ThjSj my friends^ is 
not the religion of the New Testament : this is not 
the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
It miBtakes the ground of forgiveness altogether, in 
making it depend^ as tJie basis on which it rests ^ 
either on the work of the Spirit within us, or on the 
works which we ourselves may be enabled to per- 
form. For the fruit of the Spirit in ua, and the 
works which we may be enabled to perform, are the 
consequence, not the cause^ of our justification before 
God : they are the results of our acceptancCj but in 
no wise do they form the ground or reason for which 
we are accepted- 
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Manyj also, think it ie presumption to believe 
one's sins forgiven. This view arises from the same 
error. It arises from viewing forgiveness as based 
on great attitiuments and deep spiritual experience ; 
and that J therefore, to believe in the forgiveness of 
sins J is to lay claim to such attainments and expe- 
rienoe. Let us examine this a little. Was the 
paralytic man presumptuous in believing the Lord 
when he said, '* Thy sins be forgiven tliee"? (Matt. 
is, 2.) Was the poor sinner in the seventh of Luke 
presumptuous in going away in peace^ notwithstand- 
ing all her many iniquities^ when the Lord had said 
to her, " Thy faith hath saved thee, 

are forgiven/' And are we ^Tesum\^i 



L^tuous ia 
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Jieving that the me^Bage which God sends to us 
k true — " He that heliemth shall receive remission of 
«»**'^ (Acts X. 43.) Are we presumptuous m 
beheving the word of Him who cannot lie— "^// that 
klieve are jmiifitd from all things^' 9 (Act^xiii. 39*)* 
Ko, surely not- But^ if the forgiveness of those 
who do really believe, is thus made as certain as the 
word of the living God can make it^ is not presump- 
tioB rather chargeable on those who dare to reject that 
word— who dispute God's authoritjj and deny His 
grace, in granting a free and full and immediate for- 
^vcness of sins to those who give the Lord Jesua 
Christ the glory which he baa earned as " THE 
SA VIOUK of sinners'^ ? 

Alas 1 my friends, those who reject this precious 
tmth^ incur a terrible responsibility in daring to 
Corrupt or cloud that Goepelj which is the manifesta- 
tion of the Divine charactCPj and which proclaims 
forgiveness to every poor sinner, however numerous 
tis transgresE3ions, who comes with a broken and 
believing heart to receive it from his Saviour. 

This mistake arises, as I have said, from not re- 
loembering the ground of the forgiveness of sina — 
from not remembering that it is the death of Christ 
atom that puts away sin^ — that it is Ms blond alone 
that washes from sin — that it is his sacrificial death 
:0n the cross that is an atonement or expiation for 
flin ; and that as soon as the sinner, no matter how 
multitudinous his sins may have been, places his 

;at in the saving virtue of that blood, God pardons 
and accepts him for Jesus* sake.! 

I* See also 1 Julm U. 12 ; ftiid v. 18, 
t For furtlier iUaatratioti of the doctritie of Scriptura oti thU 
bject, the reader h referred to & '^a.m^\i\*A ^eA^V^^^ "^"Ws&^^ss^a - 
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Pardon U thus to be obtained^ not by what 
do^ but throngli faitb in what anotlier has done for 
tm* The invitation is as free to the greatest of sin- 
ners as to the leastj to come to Je^us, and at once 
enjoy this perfect forgiveness. And let me addi 
we often find in the New Teataraent, that it is the 
great and notorious sinners who come to Jesiis, and 
receive a full forgi vene^a ; whilst those who did not 
feel the burden of their sins never parttike of this 
blessing. 

How simple and instructive m the narrative of the 
gospels 1 However deep and desperate were the 
diseases of those who came to the blessed Lord, as 
soon as they touched him— nay, as soon as they 
touched the very hem of his garment, they were 
made perfectly whole ! Beautiful type of what tates 
place in the spiritual world, wlien we bring to him 
our greater spiritual wants and necessities ! It ii 
impossible to come into contact with the Son of God, 
the Divine Saviour, acting in grace, Avithout receiving 
from hira saving virtue. It is a question of the great- 
ness, not of Qur ailments, but of his healing power. 

How striking, too, are the typeB of Christ in the 
Old Testament ! As many aa looked to the brazen 
serpentj lived* A look was life ! As many as put 
the blood on the lintel and the door-posts^ were pro- 
tected and secured from judgment. Aa many as 
were in the arkj (another type of Christ,) were per- 
fectly safe ; for they were in that refiige which God 



A Treatise i>ii tbc Death of Christ,'^ price 3d, ; and ebo to ait 
ahridgment of a. most interesting work, vrntttii tuore than thre^ i 
hundred yeare ugo, bj Aonio Fiileario, of Milan, i^ntitled *^ The 
Benefit of the Death of Christ " price Id* Both maj be had, througk 
thepostf from the Publishers, on remittiBg tooi ^p^^t.^^ i^'tixtiL^^. 
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hA provided for their Balyation. And not less se- 
cure are those who are in Christ ; for^ '^ There is no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesu.^^^' 
*Un tvhom we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace," (Kom. viii, 1 ; Epb- i. 7,) 

Now, my friendsj every one in this room is in one 
or other of two conditions. He is either in Christy 
Ofhek not. He ia cither in his sim, or he has re- 
mmi forgiveness qf sim through faith in Christ. We 
nJ4ynot know how it is with each other. I con- 
ilemn the presumption of judging one another where 
we have no evidence. We know not what is work- 
iiig within many a heart. We little know the secret 
Exercises of soul, or the simple, child-like faith of 
many with whom we mingle in society. Life is 
ofteE very feeble in the soul ; and that life may be 
overlain with a vast quantity of human rubbish, and 
i'68trained by the antagonistic usages of society. 
But how often are we delighted to find a cordial 
response where, perhaps^ we least expected it I 

But while I thus condemn pronouncing judgment 
IS to the state of others before God, who alone 
»eeth the hearty I must say^ that divine life in our 
fiouls ought to be so distinctly and fully manifested, 
that it would be obvious to others that we " had 
been with Jesus.'* The "calling and election'* of 
ffod should be, not only '^ sure" and certain to our- 
lelveSj but it should be manifest to others. This^ I 
believe, is the meaning of the exhortation, " Make 
your calling and election sure." (2 Pet, i, 10.) 
Whilst ignorant of the condition of otherss we 
ouffhi^ each one of us, to Mom hh own coTiditxou bejote 
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G^d, We must know whether we have peiiW 
with God or noL We must know whether we 
bclievo our sins forgiven or not And if we do 
not believe them forgiven^ we cannot have peace 
with God; lor there can he no peace as long aa 
there la an unsettled account between us and Him. 

I do not say that no one who has not peace with 
God J ia a Christian, Some hold this opinion : I do 
not. On the contrary, I believe there are many 
who have not peace with God, who are true Chrig- 
tians — who love the Lord Jesus, and who exhibit 
much devotednc&B of heart and life. But, let me say, 
such persons are not infelUgent Christians. They want 
instruction as to the value and perfection of the work 
of Christ OH their behalf. They want clearer views 
as to the blessings which are theirs m him. Thus 
they rob Christ of his glory, and they rob themselves 
of tliat jojj which is their privilege and their portion 
in Christ, 

Each one presents let me repeatj ought to know 
for himself whether he is in Christ ; and being in 
him, or having believed in bim for the forgiveness 
of sinsj he should find his "joy and peace in be- 
lieving," the spring of a holy and obedient life* His 
thoughts would thus be drawn away from a fruitless 
poring over his own ehortoominga and fluctuating 
experiencesj and would be set on the Lord himself, 
as an object worthy of his grateful and moat fervent 
affections. Enjoying the blesaedncBs of acceptance 
with God, his lieart would be led out in the service 
of his Saviour^ and bis talents devoted to the ^Lj 
vancement of his kingdom amongst men* ^H 

I submit to you, my friends, that this precioufl 
doctrine that we are privileged to walk with God^ 
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tlie enjoyment of a present forgivmiess, is worthy of 
more prominence than it obtains- Is not all thanks- 
giving and praise to bo rendered upon the principle 
that the offerer knows he is accepted ? Must not he 
who has been separated from God by sin, have been 
brought back and reconciled, before there can be any 
fellowship between them? Do we not learn from 
that well-known passage in the fourth of John's 
Gospel, that If I be a ** true worshipper," I must 
worship God as a ^^ Father f^ And surely if I 
woi^liip Gud as a Father^ I must know that I have 
become His child, 
L Again : are not the precepts of the New Teata- 
H menfc based on the same principle — that those to 
H irhom they are addressed^ knew their forgiveness 
^ aud acceptance in Christ? Are not the Epistles 
Addressed to belie vers^ to " saints," to those " who 
m sanctified in Christ Jesus," to the " faithful in 
Christ Jesus/' to the *' saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ''? Are not the instructions contained in 
them given on the assumption that those to whom 
they are addressed know they are Ibrgiven ? I sub- 

ktsni to you with regard to other duties as well as 
worship, whether God ever expects a person to walk 
as His child until he is His child f Have you not 
observed how the precepts of the Epistles are not 
given until the doctrines have been unfolded? 
^Thus, in the Epistle to the Romans, it is not until 
^khe twelfth chapter that the apostle beseeches them 
Hfco devote themselves to the worship and service of 
fftJod ; and this exhortation la given on the ground 
of their knowing and enjoying ** the mercies of God," 
which He had been unfolding, one after another, in 
ch succesBion. " I beseech ^ou Tli^^^¥.^v^^%^ 
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brethren, hi^ fJte mercies of God, that ye present youf 
bodies a Uvinpf sacrifice^ I10I7, acceptable unto G' 
which 19 your reasonable service/* 

Now, if this be the teaching of the Spirit of Goff^ 
may I not auggest to you whether a great mistiike 
18 not made by those who preach duties^ rather than 
motives; who dwell on precepts rather than privi-- 
leges; who inculcate obUgattom to be performed^ 
rather than set forth the Gospel of the grace of Gt}dy 
whichj under the Spirit's power, imparfce that life 
and love which delight in their performance ? Do 
you not find that untH the heart is softened with 
some sense of the love of God — ^until the conscience 
18 brought under conviction of sin, and the awakened 
soul is led to rest in the pardoning grace of Christ, 
it is in vain that you look for the outflowLngg of a 
loving and devoted heart? Do you not find that 
you may dwell on the duty of attending meetings, 
of separating from the worlds of practicing eelf-de- 
liial — that you may issue minutesj advices^ recom- 
mend a tion 9 , and admonitions till you are tired^ — you 
cannot allure, or argue, or alarm the natural mind of 
the unconverted into the obedience of Christ ? All 
anticipation of witnessing any true practical Chris- 
tianity amongst Friends or others^ is utterly vain, 
until a radical change takes place with in, under the 
quickening and transforming power of a believed 
Gospel. 

I would earnestly urge the trial of another course 
of action. Aim first at " the renewing of the mind." 
Let the heart be set right, and other things will then 
follow in their right place. Set forth those wondrous 
truths which are found to break down and subdue 
the most iardened sinner. Set forth the love of 
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God, as manifested iu the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus^ and you will find to your joy that the 
Spirit will atiknowledge yoau lahaurs^ and rest upon 
ttem* *^We love hiinj" says the Apostle^ "be- 
qiiise he first loved us/" And it is believing in 
tliat lovej which is the source of all true devotedness 
of heartj and hohnesa of life. According to the Di- 
vine economyj practical Christianity is only the result 
of a true-hearted reception of its glorious truths. 
Man is first to be a receiver from God, He is to 
I'eceive pardon, peace, and eternal life; and tken^ 
under a sense of these great bless in gs, the natural 
impulse of his renewed affections will lead him to 
yield to the Lord a total surrender of all that he is 
tflil has. 

There ia another point on which I wish to say a 
kw words. It is one on which it especially be- 
comes us to speak with deep reverence. I mean, re- 
specting the operations of the Holy 8pnit. If I be 
mistaken in any thing which I may aay, I shall be 
tWkiul to be set right. 

It appears to me, that want of clearness on this 
Bubject sometimes exists from not distinguishing 
between His oiRces and operations before and after 
cojiYersiouj and from not recognising His relative 
position towards the believer and the unbeUever ; 
applying therefore to the one, that which is appli- 
cable only to the other. 

The operations of the Holy Spirit are so spoken 
of by our blessed Lord in the third chapter of John^ 

I that w^e must not attempt to define or explain what 
Ire are there tauglit is beyond our knowled^re. 
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' The wind bloweth where it W^t^iii^ ^Tt^ ^Q^V-aws- 
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est the eound thereof, but canst not tell i^lience 
comethj and whither it goeth : so is eyery one 
is bom of the Spirit*" But although we here leani' 
that the mode of the Spirit's operation is mysterious 
and not cognisable to the human mind, the fact is 
unambiguously stated^ that we must become the sub* 
jects of His quickening power^ or we shall neyer^ 
enter the kingdom of God. 

Without, thereforej pretending to be wise above" 
that which is written, it will, I apprehend, be gene- 
rally admittedj that the office of the Holy Spirit 
previous to conversion is to bring to Christ — to 
produce conviction of sin — to create a sense of want 
— to open the understanding to understand the 
Scriptures J and to reveal Christ to the soul as the 
only one that can meet its need. It will also, I 
should thinkj be as freely admitted, that in effecting 
this great change — in turning the sinner from dark- 
ness to lights and from the power of Satan unto 
Grod, it is especially by tnithg which relate to sin 
ami salvation fivm sin^ that the Spirit works. But 
after this change has been effected^ is there not a 
wide range of blessed and glorious truth connected 
with the ways, and character, and purposes of God, 
and with the instruction of His people, which is 
intended as food for the new*born soul, but which is 
utterly inapplicable to him who continues an im- 
penitent unbeliever? 

And OS to the relative position of the Spirit to 
the unbeliever and the believer^ while He is said to 
strive with the sirtner^ and to act on him in drawing 
him to Christ, He is expressly said to come and 
dwell in the believer^ as his Teacher, Comforter, 
snd Guide. Let us examine a few pi^jassL^ca which, 
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I apprehendj will clearly eBtabliah the distinction 
^likh I have made. 

Let me remiod jouj how the Spirit is spoken of 
as "the Spirit of promise,'' which was to be given to 
some, and to dwell in them, while others received 
him not. Thua in the fourteenth of John, the 
Lord Jesns says of the Father — ** He shall give you 
another Comforter^ that he may abide with you for 
ever ; even the Spirit of truth ; whom the iimrtd 
mmidTeceim^ because it eeeth him not." (16^ 17,) 
Ht^re is a plain distinction drawn between some' who 
should receive the gift of the Spirit, and others who 
would remaiu straugers to this precious gift, 

Peter cally on the multitude on the day of Pcnte* 
cost to '^ repent and be baptized for the remiaaion of 
aba, and they should receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost " In the fifth of Acts likewise^ he speaks 
tf *^the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them 
that obey Him*" (verse 32.) Paul, in the third of 
Gatatians, where he m vindicating the doctrines of 
gmce, inquires — ^" Recetmd ye the Spirit by the 
Wftrts of the law, or by the hearing of faith ?" 
(ver. 2,) When the Lord Jesua also, in the seventJi 
of John, speaks of the blessings which were to flow 
from the gift of the Spirit, it ia written — " This 
spiike he of the Spirit, which they that believe on _ 
Idjii siioidd receive J' (vcr 39.) ■ 

Now do not these passages clearly and plainly 
make the distinction to which I have referredj be- 
tween the Tclatiooahip of the Holy Spirit to the 
Micver and the unbeliever? Do tliey not clearly 
establish the doctrine that the Holy Spirit dwells 
only in those who are regenerate through faith 
the atoning bJood of the Lamb, 
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Observe alsOj Scripture docs not speak merely < 
the in/iueiice of the Spirit on believers, but it speak 
of Him as dwelling in them. This ia one of tin 
characteristics of this Gospel dispensation^ — thi^ dii 
pensation of the Spirit^ as it may properly be calle 
— a dispensation^ whea the Holy Ghost is not merely! 
sent down to act on the subject of His operations J 
but to dwell in the Church as His tmnple. Let ui 
glance at a few beautiful texts which clearly presenl 
this view. 

In the times of Israel^ God made the Tabernacl^ 
ftnd the Temple Hia dwelling-place in the midst 
His people ; but now, since the Jewish economy, 
consequence of IsraeFs sin and apostacy^ has given 
place to another order of things^ God's dwelling-^ 
place is in the Church, as it is said in the Epistle ta 
the Ephesiansj '^ In whom ye also are builded to-- 
gether, for an habitation of God through the SpiritJ\ 
(ch. ii, 22,) *^Know ye not/' says the Apostle to* 
the CorinthianSj "that ye are the temple of Godl 
und that the Spirit of God duoelleth in you*1 
(1 Con. iii. 16.) And again, in the sixth chapter. 



^^ Ejdow ye not that your body is the temple of th^ 
Holy Ghost, which is in you^ which ye have of 
God." (ver. 19.) These passages do not apply td 
the world. God could not dwell in an unclean an^ 
unsanctified house. The house must be purified! 
before He will dwell in it. And so it must be withe 
our own selves, We must be sanctified by th<^ 
blood of Christ, before the Holy Spirit comes and 
takes up His abode in us. For, let us rememberJ 
there is a sanctification b^ the Mood of Christy m 
well as a sanctification by the Holy Spirit, We 
Jearn this m the tenth of Hebrews, where it is 
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id, "We are sanctified [not bj the Spirit— -a truth 
rtiich we find elsewhere, but] through the offhrin^ of 
Ae dod^ of Jesus Christy once fi^r all/' (ver. 10.) And ■ 
iLgain, in the twenty-sixth of Acts, we read of " them 
-which are sanctified h^/ faith that is in me/' (ven 18-) 

That the cleansing precedes the anointing^ we ■ 
learn also in the beautiful typical ill u strati tms of the 
ceremonial law. Thus in the twenty -ninth of Exo- 
dus^ we find the person of the prieat was first to befl 
cleansed — to he *^ washed with water;" afterwards 
lie was to be anointed with oiL The oil, figuratively 
Tepreisenting the Holy Spirit, was not to he applied 
till after the cleansing process had been submitted 
t'^*. And still more strikingly in the fourteenth of 
LeviticuSj we find how the application of the blood 
19 directed as preceding the typical anointing of the 
Spirit. Tlie blood of the offering was first to be 
put upon the right ear, upon the thumb of the right 
Qa.iidj and upon the great toe of the right foot^ aa 
''<2 presenting, I presume, the mind, the actions, and 
the movements — in other w^orda, the whole person 
ftnd after the blood was thus applied, the anointin 
with oil followed in like manner. 

Ifj then, the gift of the Spirit is consequent 
Upon believing in Christ, w^hose atoning blood has 
opened for us a new and living way imto the Fa- 
ther, how are we to regard the pretensions of those 
who lay claim to the indwellingj teacliing, and gui- 
dance of the Spirit, and yet confessedly reject the 
sacrificial character of the death of Christ, and deny 
the great fundamental truths of redemption ? Is it 
not obvious they sadly deceive themselves ? If you 
umte in this view, may I not suggest, in the retro- 
ict of the past, whether it \% uot m^\k\s^^^\\s;^s«ta 
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Frientk to see that more correct tow3 are diffuse^ 
upon this, as upon the other subjects which I harrf 
brought before jou ? 

1 feel specially interested on this subject, becanset 
I believe the true doctrine of the Spirit — which Ij 
should rejoice to see more fully, and cleaxly, and J 
practically held by Christians in general — ^is much 
(kmaged and disparaged by being associated with 
uiiiscriptural views p 

If the bleasinge to be enjoyed by the Chnreh, 
eonsequent on the gift of the Holy Ghost, were to 
he more than an equivalent for the departure of^ 
the Lord himself, (see John xvL 7,) haw little^ mu^t 
^^'e not confess, are those blessings realized by the 
drurch at large! How inconceivably great must 
be our common loss ! Are not deadness, and world- 
liuessj and formalism, the necessary result of not 
living under the Spirit's quickening, and guiding, 
imd elevating power? If this be so, why should not, 
Friends^ by a more open proclamation of the whole 
counsel of God — both as to the work of Clirist and 
the work of the Holy Ghost — be the happy instru- 
ments of recalling a failing Church to a sense of ona 
of her greatest privileges ?* 

One other point let me briefly hint at— the cha-i 
racter of tlie age in which we live. Opinions vary; 

* If we examine the narratisre of the ministry of the Apostle* I 
as cf*iitaiued in the Acts, we shaU find that in preaching to th« 
unconverted, Christ, and not the Spirit, was the s^hject of their 
testimuny. Peter, indt^ed^ on the day of PeDtt^cost, refers to the 
outpouring of the Spirit as prefiit^ted by Joel ; but it is aa accoant- 
ing for the miracaJoas gift of the Holy Ghost conferred upoQ th* 
ttiiicipkA* The di'ath and reffarrcction of Cliriat is the gmtid theme 
on which they dwell ; and as Ihej prea^'hed himt the Spirit blessidj 
iife wftnl to the h carets, and sealed it with quickening power. 
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^ituch respecting it. Some imagine and speak as if 
"^e were on the borders of a golden age. They have 
Confidence in the march of int<:llect and the progress 
^f enlightenment Others, on the contrary^ look 
tor ward with fear and painful apprehensions as to 
the results of the agencies which are at work* In- 
stead of the spread of truth and Holiness, and the 
^acknowledgment of God in all its ivaySj they appre- 
hend the world—although becoming more elegant, 
polished, and refined — is growing in pride and inde- 
jjendence of God, and in hostility to Christ, They 
see streams of poison and infidelity poured forth with 
ijiereasing volume from thoae quartersj which ought 

Thmi, it ii^ said, as Peter preached the forgive qoss of dns tkrough 
fiiitli in Christ, " The Holy Ghost fell on nil them that hearii the 
woTiV (Acts X- 44.) 

The Gospel is to be preached to the world— to the utieonverteti ; 
(Mark xvi. 15 ; Luke xxiv. 47 ^^'^ preaching the Spirit as the 
prominent suhject-matter of testimony, is not prea<^hing the Gospel. 
Preaohin^ the Gospel, \s prodaiminj^ the *■'■ glad tidings" of salva- 
lios thrynij^h faith iti Chxist, and this preaching of ChHsit the Holy 
Spirit accompanies with quickening power. The doctrine of the 
Spirit L? for the inatructitm of the helievern, who, heing indwelt 
by the Holy Ghos^t, should live and moire nnder ihe Spirit's power 
and gnidancu, as the element of his moral being, 

I should like to suggest m a matter for consideration, whethi^r 

there is not a deficiency in modern preaching in not giving due 

tinencc to the resurrection of Chri.st? Paul*:* miniHtrj \s thiih 

St!— " He preadied unto them Jesas and tAc r&turrtciwn."" 

' (Acts %viu 18.) " JeftUij ChriatT and him cmcified/' must cvrr 

form the hsmh of all true Gofli>el preaching ; but the resurrectii»i* 

of Christ i*i Intimabely and inseparably conneeted with it ; for tht^ 

i resurrection wais God's atteatation that the vicarious death of thw 

rietim had liecn accepted — that the debt wmi ptiid — the ram^om 

i complete.'* " lie was delivered for our *iiffeiiteij, and raised again 

' for our justification." His resurrection in the triumphant proi»f 

I that the claims of God, as the God of righteousness ^ had hecn met, 

j and that, in the Jatjguage qI Peter, ** otir Bins," which he " hi» own- 

[ mW bare in hi« own l>ody on the tr^e,*' had been for ever \tu.t a^aY 
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to be springs for the diffusion of evangelical trotli < 
Ritualism ou the one hand, and on the other, fre<^ 
thinking, which denies the inspimtion of Scripture^ 
and the Deity and atonement of Christj are gapping 
the foundations of Christian faith. Many thinga 
lead to the opinion that a time of trial and sifting ia 
at hand. Last week I had the privilege of attending 
two prophetic clerical meetings, where there may 
have been about two hundred present, comprising 
many of the most spiritual of the clergy of Ireland; 
and in all that number there was not one who op- 
posed the view that was freely expressed, that, 
judging from the Scripture testimony as to the 
closing scenes of the present age, we are compelled 
to the conclusion that a worse time is approachingp 
With this view I acknowledge I am strongly im- 
pressed. If it be correct^ I ask, Are your members 
prepared for such a sifting ? Are they established 
in the truth? Are they anchored on the Kock? 
They may te little exposed to the insidious workings 
of sacerdotal assumption, Avhichj throughout Great 
Britain, is undermining the principles of the Kefor-^ 
mation ; but are they ^^ thoroughly furnished/' ^U 
Paul says to Timothy, from the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge which Scripture unfolds — so built 
on the sure foundation^ that they can stand the shock 
with which a fresh and more daring outburst of 
infidelity may assail them ? 



I would now conclude with a suggestion of a 
practical nature* ^H 

I rejoice to find that Bible Classes have recentl^^ 
sprung up amongst Friends in various parts of Eng* 
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land. From them may be anticipated the happiest 
resulta, God will aasuredly bless those who make 
the Scnpturea the subject of their prayerful study 
and meditation. Scripture prononnces that man 
ble&sed, whose "delight is in the law of the Lord/' 
and who doth meditate therein day and night. (Paalm 
1. 2.) 

The Lord says, " Search the Scriptures.'* (John 
V, 39.) The Yearly Meeting, in its becoming zealj 
3dds a word, and aays, " Let them be diligently 
t<5irched/'* What is meant by this — " diUgmtl^ 
mrched*'? Surely the mere reading of a chapter 
of tlie Scriptures after breakfast, ia not '* diligeTitl^ 
^rehiuff^^ them. This habit may degenerate, like 
other practice &^ into a mere form- It i« not treating 
tke Scriptures with the respect which they deserves 
Dor with the attention which they demand^ to merely 
read a portion, then lay the book aside, and dismiss 
the subject This is not enough. There is no sa- 
cramental virtue in listening to so many words, even 
though the words of inspiration. The truths which 
the words convey, must be allowed to enter the 
soul ; and no human mind can duly take in the pro- 
found truths contained in many parts of Scripture 
whilst read continuously, portion after portion-f 

Would it not be well, In addition, at suitable 
liniea, to read a short portion, and to meditate on it 
— to commune together over it — to consider how it 
beare on us ? Would it not be better often to take 

* See General Epistle^ 1720. 
t I trust no one will misapply this obaervution, us dhcQXtr&ging 
ibo rc*idiijg of the Scriptures iu our families. Whilst encouTflglug 
the private and social cxaminAtiQu of Chetiij I rejoice iu the privi- 
IfigQ of tUis* practice. 
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a imglc verse, and to seek for the teachiBge of 

Hpirit in opening it, that the instrnctions coQtidiii 
in it may be lodged ia the heart, and become, ats 
wt*ra* a part of ourselves. 

Why should not meetings for thua searching tl 
Scriptures become universal? Why should th^ 
not ha \iM once or twice every week, wherever t^ 
or three could come together? If held in ti 
spirit of fUith and prayer^ the Lord*8 presence won! 
dou!)tlGi4ii bo known ; for meeting in such a way, ar 
fi>r such au ohjcctj we might rely on the fulfilmei 
of the promige — *^ Where two or three are gatheri: 
together hi my name, there am I in the midst 
tdi'm/' 

But I would further add, why should there ni 
be «uch a diiily eearcliing of the Scriptures in evei 
faiuily ? If we are re^vlly desirous of being taugl 
of the Lord, might we not look for the grace of tl 
Spirit spcciiilly on such occasions? Perhaps 
would be objected, that there would be a diuiger 
lapsing into unprofitable discussions. Doubtless 
might be m. We are surrounded with dangers c 
every hand» Is there not a danger in places 
worship of thinking of <?ar//i/y instead of ksavmi^ 
things ? But should we, on that account, recommeT 
persons t^o stay away ? Why should not subjecti< 
to the Spirit of God be known when searching tl 
ScriptureSj as well as at other times ? 

Does any one inquire what warrant we have f 
such a course of procedure? I might addu 
many reasons for it ; but it may he sufficient to reJ 
euch an inquirer to Deut. vi» 6, 7, where we read l 
*' These words which I command thee this di 
shiiU be in thine hearty and thou shalt ieach tk 
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dX^entlt/ unto thy children, and shali talk of them 
wLeE thou sittest in tliine house, and when thou 
walkeet by the way, and when thou Uest down, and 
thou risest up,'' Is uot this a. warmnt for the 
Bt searching of the Scriptures in the family 
and aocial circle ? Nay more ; might I not add—Is 
not the neglect of it^ disobedience to the plain pre- 
cept of Holy Writ ? 

I believe those who have not had experience of thia 
united and prayerful examination of Scripture, have 
DO idea of the benefit and blessing to he derived 
from such an engagement. Each present on such 
oc^ions* may contribute his quota to the coininon 
profitj and thus a vast enlargement in the knowledge 
^{ divine things may be the result. 

One benefit I would acknowledge to have derived 
from such meetings. I have returned from them at 
times humbled under a Bense of my own ignorance. 
-And it is a good thing to be thus driven to our 
Bibles and our closeta^with more earnest desires to 
leani immediately froSrthe Lord- Thus the social 
searching of the jicriptures incites to the private 
^thdy of them, and the private study of them, in 
return, fits for the social engagement, and renders it 
iBore delightfuL 

It is very desirable that such meetings be con- 
tacted in the spirit of liberty, as well as of deep 
feverence, and that all present take part, by reading 
«ach a verse in auceession to the end of a paragraph, 
!flien, what has been read, might be examined in 
dotaiL 
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